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Is run HOUSE or DELEGATES, 
The 27th of November, 17845 


ESOLVY PD. that the Fxecuiive be tequeſted to canſe copies 
of the Articles ot Cy,tcdecation, the Declaration ut Rights, 
tie Conttituticn of this Commonweaith, and the Articles of the 
Dc fiiuitive treaty between Great Britain and the United States of 

America, to be printed and bound * r and to dittribute_ the 

© Mme thiough the ſcyeral counties in like manner and proporti 
28 the laws are directed go be diſt: ibuted; and that the Execwive 
be moteover requ:ſted to ſend one copy to every County Conre 
Clerk, to be by him kept,m-ng the records o t tue ſame, accefſiblg 
to all who may think prope to-contult them. 


- Teſte, JOHN, BECKLEY, . . Bs 


CO hs # ÞK 4 4 


December $, 1784. Agreed to by the Senate, 
WILL: DREW, e. + 
A Cog, JOHN BECKUEY, e * 
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"ARTICLES = 
CONFEDERATION axp PERPETUAL UNION, | 


- 7 * 
1 [2 
1 . 


The States of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode Iſland 


and Providente Plantations, Connecticut, New-Yojk, News 
Jerſey, Pennſylvanis, Delawaie, Maryland, Virginia, North» 


Carolina, Soyti-Carolina a’ Georgia, 


| HP ſtele of this confederacy (h-11 be Tut 

ACTICLR . UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.” 
Ar. II Each ſtate retains its fover-1gnty, freedom, and 
independence, and every power, -juriſq ion, and right, which 18 
rot by this co federation expreſſly delegated to the United States, 


iu Congteſe aſſembled. 


ART III. The ſid ſtates hereby ſeverally enter into a ficm 
leap e of friend{hip with e «ch other for their common defence, tie 
ſecurity of their liner ties, and their mutual and general welfare, 
binding themſelves to affi each other againit Ii force offered ta 


ore attacks made upon thetn, or any of them, on account of reli- 


gion, ſover*1gnty, tua dy or any other 2 whatever 


- 


Ar. IV. Tue better to fecure and pri petuaie mutual friend- 
mp and intercourſe amor g the people of the diff rent ſtates in this 


union, the free inhabitants oteach of theſe e vaga- 


bonds, and fug tives from Juſtice, excepted) ſhall be intitled to 


all privileges and in munities of free citizens in the ſveral ltate: 3 


#rd che people of each (tate ſhall have fiee ingrels and regreſs 10 
and tron any other fate, and ſhall e! 1 theiein al! the priv:Jezeg 


- ef trade and commerce, ſubject to the lame dati s, impoſitions, 


und reſtrictions, as the inhabitants thereof teſpectively. Providea 


that ſuch rettiiction ſn Il not extend to far to prevent the removal 


ot property imported into any (tate to any other ſtate of which the 


owner ie an inhabitant z provided alſo, that no impoſition, dutięa, 


or reftriftion, ſhall be laid by any Kate on the property of the 


United States, or either of them. 


It any perion guilty of or charged with treaſon, felony ar other 


-  bigh miſdemeanor, in any ſtate. ſhall flee from juſtice, and be 


found in any of the United States, he na, upon demand of the 


_ Govern y or Executive power of the fiate from which te fled, be 
| delivered up, and removed to ihe flate having juriſdict. en of his 
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Full faith and credit ſhall be given in each ef theſe flares to the 
records, acts, aud ju ica] proceedings, of the coui ts and magift n e 
ot every _—— , ; N 

Ar. V For the more comveniept magagement of the. gener 
Intereſts of the Unnted CEO >< Nh ng 
in ſuch mannet as he Leeſl tue of each fate ſha, die, o meet 
in Congreſs on the firſt Mon 1ay in November. in every year, wah 
a power reſe ved to cach (tate to recall its delegaies, or any of them, 
at any time within the year, and to ſend others in their Head fbr 
the remain det of the year. 


. No fate ſhall be repreſented in Congreſs by ſes than two, "nor 


N ore thin ſeven members; anden, perſon ſhill; be capable cf 
being a delt gate for more than tet years, in any eim of fix years 
nor thall any perſon, being a dale ate, be capable of holding 
ary (the? under the United States, for which he, or any othet 
11 his, bref, receives ary i hiry, fegs, or emolument cf any kind, 
Fach Rate mal] maintain its own delegates th a meeting of tha 
gates, and while they ct as members of the committee of rhe ſtates, 
la determining queſtions in the United Stats, m. Covgrets 
sf moled, each {ite ſh all have one vote, + LC =, 
Frecdem of ſpeech and debate in Congreſs ſhall not be impenched 
er queſtioned in any cour', or place, cut of Congreſe; and the 
members of Congrets ſh i be protected iu their perſods trom-arrefts 


and impriſonments durirg the time cf their going to and from, and 
attendance on Congrels, except for treaſon, felony, or breach of 
the peace, 1 ä 


AkT. VI. No fate, without the conſent ef the Upited States 
in Congrels aſſembled, ſhill fend any embaſly ta or veceive any 
embed) from, or enter intd any-conference, agreement,- alliance, 


I olding any « fie ot profit or truſt under the Uwited States, or 


any of them, a:cept of any preſent, emclament, office, or title cf 


eny kind whatever, from ny King, Prince, or foreigs ftate j nor 


mall the United States in Congreſs sſſembled, or-a«y of them, 
Frant any title of nobility, - 4 1 1 
No two or more ſtates ſnallß enter into any tresty, confederation, - 


or alliance whatever, between them, without the conſent of: the- 
United States in Congreſs aſſembled, ſpecifying accurately: the 
ju poſes for which the ſame is to be entered into, and how long ig. 


mal continue. | 


No Rate ſhall lav any impoP's or Cuties which may interfere with 


_ «ny ſtipulations in treatics entered into by the U ted States, in 


Congrels aſſembled, with any King, Piince, or fate, in purſuance 


„any treaties already propoſed by Congreis to the: Courts! of 


France and Spain. 


No v-flels of war fhall be kept up in time of peace by any ſtste, 


$ except ſuch number only as ſhall he deemed . neceſſaty by the United 
States, in Congrels aſembled, for the defouce of ſuch Nate g We 


cx treaty with, any King, Prince, or ſtate; »nor-\b41; any perſon - 


FE 


Made; ver ſhalbany. body of forces be kept vp by any ate fn timg 
of pes e, exc-p! ſuch number only, at, in the judgment of be 
Voed Stues, in Cangrefs all mbled, (hill be deemed requiſite to 
ariſon the forts nec<f{iry for the defence of ſueh ſtate ; but every 
u ſhall Ales ktep up, a well regul-ted and diſciplined militias, 
Aufficigncly armed and accourted, and ſhall provide and conſtantly 
have ready for uſe, in public Rores, a due number of field pi-ces 
an d. tents, and. proper quantity of arms, ammunition, and camp 


<quipage. . 5 
No ate ſhall engage in any war without the conſent of the 


Voited States in Congre(s afſ-mYled, unleſs ſuch at- be r 
anvaded hy enemies, 01, ſu iI have received certain alvige of a reſo- 
Avtiov being formed by ſome nation of. Indians ta.invade ſuch ſtate, 
Aud the danges. is Jo eminent as not to admit of a delay, till the 
„Dpited. Sta es. in Congreſs afſcn.bled, can be conſulied, Mor 


mall any Kate, grant commiſh ns to any fhips. or veſl Is of war, 


. Mar detters of marque or repriſ-l, except it be after a declaration 
Af war, by the United States in Congrels aſſembled, and then only 
againſt the Kingdom or ſtate, and the ſubje&s thereof, againſt 
which war has been ſo declared, and under ſuch regulations as ſhall 
e eftablifſhed by the Upit*d States in Congrels affemnbled, unleſs 
uch ſt te be _infelted by pirates, in which caſe veſſels of war may 
de fitted out for that occaſion, an;i kept ſo long as the danger (hill 
.£9ntinue,, or unt the United States, in C oogrels aflembled,” ſhall 
» Metermine. otherwiſe. Han bY rd: Apes 
Ar. VII. When land forces are raiſd by any ſtate for the 
-£qmmon.defence,. all officers, of or under the rank of Colonel, ſha l 
be appointed by the Legiſlature of each ſlate reſpettively by who u 
Auch forces hall be raiſed, or in ſuch manner as ſuch tate ſhall 
direct, aud all vacancies, ſhall be filled up by the Rate which firſt 
made the ap intmen!, „ ; P36 ION 3:11 — 
Ar, VIII. All charges cf war, and all other eupenees that 
» Sall;be.incyrred for the common defence or general welfare, and 
allo wed by the United States in Congreſs af-mblzd, all be de- 
+, frayed out of a common treaſury, which ſhall be ſupplied by the 
+ Jexc;al flates, in proportion to the value of all land within etch 
__ Outer granted ta or ſuryeyed for any perſon, as ſuch" land and the 
. buy ut s and improvements thereon mall be eſtimated, accordin 
. Te Uaited States in Congreſs aſlembled, ſha) 
rom. time to time din a1.4 appoint, Tuc taxes for paying that 
Moportion ſhall be laid and levied by the authority and direction of 


the Legit itu:gs of the ſeveral Rares within the time agreed upon by 


* 4 * 


dne Upited States in Congreſs sſſembled. 

Aar, IX. The Uidted States io Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall have 
ehe ſole and exclukye .rightt and power of determining on peace and 
wa, encept ig the caſes mentioned in thefixth article j of lending and 
receiving. awbafladors; entering into treaties and alliances, pro- 


ap va wraty. ef ommerce ſhall be made, whereby the Les 


8 
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of iny ſpec-s vt gwods or commodities whatſcever ; of eftabliſhin 
rules fer deciding in all caſes, whit captures on land or water wall 


Teh. , 


giſhtive power of the reſpective fates ſhall be reftrained rom ind. 


poung tuch 1mpvlts and duties on toteigners, as their own peope 


a e ſubjected to, or from prohibiting the exportation or impo tation 


, 


be legal, and in what manner prizes taken by land or nav-l forces 


in tie tervice cf the U ited States ſhall bed: vided or appropriated 1 


ot granting letie;s of ma.que and repriſal in times of peace; ape 


. pomting courts for the tri Hof piracies and felonies committed da 


tie high ſea+, and eſtabliching cou ts for receiving and determining 
fi gally appeils in all caſes of captures, provided that no member of 


_ Congreſs th+1] be appointed a j dge cf any of the ſud courts, 


The Unite! States in Congreſs aſſembled ſha'l zo be the laſt 


_ reſort on ape in all diſputes and differences now ſubſiſting, vr. 
that H-reatt-r may s iſe, b ween two or more (taies. concerning 
bon dux, juriſdiction, or anv other cauſe whatever, which au- 
thority ſhalt always be exerciſed; in the manner following: When 


ever the Leg:ſ}1tive o Executive authority or !awtul agent cf any, 
ſtare in controverſy with another hill preſint a petition to Con- 
greſs, ſtwung the matter in qu ſtion, an praying for a hearing, 
notice thereof ſhal: be given vy order of Cong eſs to the Legiſlative. 
or Executive a,ithority of the other ſtate in controverſy, and a day 
aſigned for the appearance of the parties by their lawful agen's, 
Wu ſhall then be dizeft:d to appoint, by joint conſent, com mit- 
fi ners or juuges to conſtitute a cont for hearing and determining 


te matter in qu*ftion; but if they cannot agree, Congrets ſh II 


rame three perſ ns out of each of the United States, and from the. 
I:{t  fſach perſons ech pa ty ſhall alternately ſtrike out one, the pet. 


tioners beginning until the number ſhal he reduced tothirteen, and 


trom that number, not lels than ſever, nor more than nine names, as 


Congreſs tball dice, ſhiil_in the preſence of Congreſs, be drawn 


out by lot, and the perſ-ns whoſe rames ſhall be fo drawn, or any 
fice of them, nel be commiſſioners, or ju-iges, to hear aud finally 
determine the controverſy, ſo always as 2 major put of the judyes 
wiy ſh:1! hear the cauſe ſhall agree in the determination. And if 


eicher party (hail n- glect to attend at the day appointed, without 


ſhewing reaſons which . Congre(s ſhall judge ſufficient, or heing 
preſent {h3)l refuſe to ſtrike, the Congreſs ſhall proceed to nominate 
three per{>ns ont of each fate, and the ſecretary of Congreſs ſhail 
ſtrike in behaif of ſuch party abſent or re fang; and the judgment 


and ſentence of the court to be appointed, in the manner before 


prefcr-b-d, ſhall be final and conclutive. And if any of the pu- 
ties ſhall refuſe to ſubmit to the authority of ſuch court, or to 


x appear or defend their claim cr cauſe, the court ſhall nevertheleſs 


proceed to pronounce ſentence, or judgment, which ſhall in like 
manner he final and deciſive, the judgment or ſentence and other 


| p:oreedings being in either caſe tranſmitted to Congreſs, and 


toiged among the acts of Cong: en, for the. ſecurity of the panie · 
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© Congreſs of the U:.ted states, be 
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Doncerned. Provided, that every commiſſioner, hefore he fits in 
elemeng, mall take an oath, to be adminiſtered by ore of iNe 
quiiges of the ſupreme or ſuperior court of e ſt te where the cauſe 
live tried, „Il and truly to hear and determine the mitter in 
queſtion, according, to the beſt ct his judęm nt, without favor, 
affe Gion, or hope of reward,” Provided alſa, that no Gate ſhall 

be deprived of territory tor the benefit ot the United dt tes. 
Al controveches concerning the privat: 1ight of ſoit claimed 
under different granis of two or more Rt:tes, whofe juriſdict ons, 
| ks they may riſpeR ſuch lands, and the [fa'es which po ſſed ſuen 
grants, are adjuſted, the ſaid grants, or either of them, being at 
the ſame t me claimed to have originated ate ced nt to ſuch ſettle- 
ment of jariſdictten, in i, on E ol either party to the 
e finally determin d, as hear vs 
may be, in the ſame, manner as is (ore preſcribed for decidicg 

- Biſ-utes reſpecting terr:toria! juſiſ id ion between different Hates,” 
The United States, in Congreſs zſſembled, ſhall alſo have the 
ſole and exclutive tight and power of regulating the a'loy and vTue 
«ft coin ft: uck by Teir own authority, or by that of the 1eſpeAive 


- 


rates; fixing the tan ard of weights and meaſures throughout the 
| United States; regulating the trade and managing al! aff iis with 
. the Indians, not members of any of the ſtates, provided that he 

__ . Legifluive right of any ſtate within its own limits be not ibn d 
or violated eftabliſhing and regulat g poſt offices from one (ite 
to another, throughout all the 0 


| the United stetes, and exacting ſvch 
poſtage on the papers paſſing through the lame as may. he tequiſi e 


' to detiay the expences of the {aid office; appuinting all officers cf 
- the. land forces in the ſervice of the United States, excepting repi- 


mental «ficers.z appoiuting all the vfcers of the naval torc-s, and 
commiltivoing ali officers whatever in the ſervice of the United 


States: making. rules the government and, regulation of thc [id 


Jand and naval forces, and direQting their operations. 

Tae United States, in Cangreſs afſe;: bled, ſhall have authority 
to appoint 3 committee to lit in the iece's of Congreis, to be deno- 
mivated ““ A committee of the ſtates,“ and to covfilt of ore dele- 
ge from each ſtate, and to appoir:t lu h other commitices and 


| civil ofh-ers as may be.neceffiry for managing the general affai s 


of the United States under their dire &. on; to appoint one ot their 
T\umber to preſide, provided that no perion be allowed to ſerve in 
the office of preidont more than one year in any term of three years 3 
to aſcertain the neceſſary ſums cf money to be raiſed for the ſervice 
of the United States, and to appropriate aid apply the ſame fo! de- 
#:aying the public expences 3. to, bori ow money or emit bil.s on the 


credit of the United States, tranſmitting every half per to the 


1+ ſpedtive ttaies, an account of the ſums of money ſo bol d or 
emitted; to bui'd and.equ'p.a r2vy 3 to agree upon the nm ber of 
Jud forces, and to make 1<quiſfition from each ſta te for its qu ta, 


iu pr0pWruvn de de number of white inhabitants in luck ſtates 


2 Sg = 4 


* 


 (oldiet Mke magnet; ar che ehen ee 
cee and ten fo eloathed, mmee, 


* Cor gteſt iff. mbled 5 hut af 


* 
my 
ha 
5 


* 


* 


- . ceedings monthly, except, ſuch pa . 0 
: ** ment requiue 


£ 


5 Jojegats z, and the Yefegater bf a*ftate, or any" oÞ them, ar-his ar 
-, .- their requeſt) mall befurniſked:with Linge et dt tnt fi jονν˖t, 
... except ſuch parte as are above excepttd,” t61ay before the Legiflie 
. tures of tf feverat MEL | 1 ME 
ART, X. The ectvnintee of the ſtates,-or *hy"mine"ef/thens 
mall be wuthoriſed te Teste e deen o bak en of 
„ Abe powers of Covg ſeſe! de Vhiited State in Ho um, 


* 
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the ſaid commit tee fer. the exerciſe of which} by rhe arte ee HV 
federation, the voice of _ ttates, in the Congreſs of che U iid 
mute. ; l . 7 

Ar. XI. Canada atceding to this confederation, and joining 
in the antaturewofithe United States, [ſhall be almitted in o, and 
entitled to ail the advantages of this ge F e ec, 


mn all be adminedrmo{the ſame, ui leſs ſuch admiflion be agreed t 


bynine- tate. | 4 | 
AzT. XII. All bills of credit em'tted, monies borrowed and 
debts re bp» 6 or ynder the authority of Congreſs, before che 
aſſempfing of ede United States, in purinddce,afs theygceſeys: - 
federation, mall be deemed and conſidered as 2 charge agiinkt the 
Yaited ier for pay nt and ſatis faction whereof the ſaid Uzied 
gvhlic.faith are hereby ſolemnly pledged. 5 
aT. XIII., Every Hate hill abide by the determinations of 
the United "ae dp greſs 2}-mbled, on all queſtions ye 
this c fedexation are Ju mitted to them. And the articles t this 
confederation hall be inviolably obſerve by every ſtate, and the 
union —.— — ſnall any alteration at any time hene- 


after be made imany of hem; unleſs ſuch alteration be agreed to 

in a Congreſs ofthe; Unitfd States, and be afterward#ounlVrned'fy 

the Legiſlatures of every jitate. 4 

AnD WHEREAS it hath pleaſed the great Governor of the wor! f 
to incline the hearts of the Legiſlatufes we reſpegtively reprelent 
in Congrefs;*to4pprove of, a1.d to authoriſe us*to HH Ne © 4 
articles eee n and perpetual union, Know Ye, that 
wer, the under ned dflegates, by virtue of the power and au- 


#bority to half of 0 purpoſe, do, by theſ- preſents, in the 


na ng and in, behalf, of our reſpeQive conffitdents) filly 48d 
entirely ratify and, confirm each and every of the ſaid articles of 
confederation aud perpetual union, and all and fingular the mat- 
ters and thjpgs.therejn contained, Ani we do turther fulzmuly 
plight, and engege the faith of our reſpective conſtituents, that 
inen all N e.dyterminations of the United Statet᷑ in C . 
t reſs aſſ:mbled, on all queſtions which by the laid confederation 
are ſubmittedtoſthem; and that the articles thereof ſhall he inviola. 
bly obſ. rved by the {tages we reſpeRively repreſeath ad thas ths 
union ſhall be perpetual, In WiTNxEgss whereof, we hive 

hereunto ſet our hands in Congieſs, 
* at Phitadelphis, in the fate of Pennſylvania. the g 5 
day of Jah, in thejyear of our Lord, 1778, and-itithe ther 4 

241 ee the indeprnce of America. 

Te oreſaid articles of Confederation were finally ratified on ths 
firſt 00 nch e as ſtate of Maryland having, by theie 
members,n Congrel. that d 8 
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DOLN RAT ION or RIGHTS. 


* vx - 
eee, 


M ade, by "tHe" Reireſen@arives of the go d pespte oft) 
Virginia, aſſembl d in full and free Convention 4 
which rights do pertain to them, and their poſterity, 
as the baſis and foundation of Government, 


Pinar, HAT a!! men are by nature equally free ous 
ads dependent, and have certain inherent righ 8, of 
which, when they enter into a fate of ſociety, they cannot, by any 
comp ct, deprive or diveſt their poſterity z namely, the er joyment 
cf hte and liberty, with the means of acquiring and poſſeſſing pro- 
perty, ard pw ſuirg and obtaining happineſs and ſafety. | 
2d. Thatell power is veſted in, and conſ- quently derived from, 
the people z that mag ſtrates are their tiuſtecs and fe: vants, and at 
ai] times zmera»le to them. | 
34. That government is, or ought to be irſtituted for the eom- 


mon benefit, piotection and ſecurity, of the people, nation, or come 


munity, of all the various modes and forms of government that is 
befi, which is capable of producing the greateſt degree of happineſs 
and ſafety, and is me ſt e ffectually ſecured aguinſ the danger of mal« 
adminiſtration; and that wherever any government ſhall be found 
adequate or contrary to theſe purpoſes, a majority of the commu- 
Pity hath an indubi able, unalienable, and indefenſible right, to 
perform, alter, or aboliſh it, in ſuch manner as ſhall be judged moſt. 
conducive to the public weal. | | 
4h. That no man, or ſet of men, are intitled to excluſive or 
ſ-parate emol 1ments or privileges from the community, but in con- 
6-+erarion of pub ſervices z which, not being deicendible, neither 
evght the offices of magiſtrate, legiſlature, or judge, to be the 


| Hereditary, 


sth. That the Lepiflative ard Executive powers of the ſtate 
ſhould be ſeparate and diſtin from the judicary; and that the 
members of the two firft may be reftrained from oppreſſion, by 
ſeeling and participating the burthens of the people, they ſnould at 
fixed periods, be reduced to a private fintion, return into that body 
from which they v cre originally tzken, and the vacariciew be ſup- 


plied by frequent, certain, and regular electior a, in which all, or 


any part of the forme members, to be. in eli ible, or ineligiblꝰ 
as the laws ſhall dite. . | 


1 1 7 1 
| Pe als ud 
at « e of m*aidths to Beto? bs feh- te 


5 tobe free, and that Al men, having 


aa 
b. bw 
people, 4% & 
Jams ent. viden 2 | 18 : 
aifent tothe colimunity, have the, right of of 42> ang cannot be 
a0 ot deprized of 1 i rope 101 pubtic oſet Vrndut their o 
.conſent, or that of their repteſentariver fo ełccteu: nor vou y¹ any 
05 to which they have not, in like manner, allented for the pubs 
ic good, . | 
7th. That all power of ſuſpending law, or the execution cf 
Jaws, by any authority without conſent of the repreſentatives of 
the people, is injurious to their rights, and ought not to be 
,£xerciſed, | 
sth. That in all capital or criminal proſecutions, a man hath 
A 11ght to demand the cauſe and nature of his accuſation, to be 
contronted with the accufers and witnefſ:s, to call for evidence in 


is favor, and to a ipeedy trial by an impartial jury of his vicinage, 


1 


-whithour whoſe unaniinous conſent he cannot be found guilty, nor 


can he ve compelled to give evidence againſt himſelf; that no man 


be «deprived of his liberty, except by the law of the land, or the 


Judgment of his peers, | 

gin. That exceſſive bail ought not to be required, nor exceſſive 
Fines impoſed, nor cruel unuſual puniſh nents inflited, 

toth. The general warrants, whereby any officer or meſſenger 
may be commanded to ſearch ſuſpected places without evidence of 
a fact committed. or to ſeize any perſon or perſons not named, of 
whoſe offence is not paiticularly deſcribed and ſupported by evi- 
dence, are grievous and oppreſſive, and ought not to be granted. 

13th, {hat in contioveriies reſpecting property, and in ſuits 
b tween man and man, the ancient trial by jury is preferable to 
any other, and ought to be held ſacred. 


13th, Tnat the freedom of the preſs is one of the great bul- 


Warks af liberty, and can neyer be reſtrained but by diſpotie 
governments. 

' 13th. That a well regulated militia, compoſed of the body of 
the people trained to arms, is the proper, natural, and fate detence 
of a free ſtat⸗; that ſtanding armies, in time of peace, ſhould bs 
avoided, as dangerous to liberty; and that, io all caſes, the milita- 
ry ſhouſd be under tif ſubordination te, and governed by, the 


civil power. 


14th. Phat the people have a right to uniform government; and 
therefore, that no government ſeparate from, or independent of the 
government f Virginia, ought to be erected or eſtabliſhed within 


the limits thereof. 


15th. That no free government, or the bleſſing of liberty, can 
be preſerved to any people but by a firni adherence to juftice, ms + 
eration, temperance, frugality, and virtue, aud by frequent recur- 


Fence to jundimental principleve 


germ nent commer inter t Wirthy and attach 


"BY 


ered. 


: 8th, That rel{zion, or the duty which we awe to ouxr CRYAL 
Ton, and the manner of diſcharging it, can be directed am; b 
- Eral:n and conviction, not by force or violence, and therefore 14 
men are equally entitled to the free exerciſe of religion, according. 
to the dict ese conſcicncez and tha: it is the mutual duty f af | 
to practices Chriſtias terbea. ance, loves and Charity, bowards en 
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FORM. or GOVERNMENT 


"Agreed to and reſolved upon at 2 general Convention 
„e the Delegates and Repreſentatives of the leveral 
. : Counties and Corporations of Virginia, held at tHe 
Int Capital in the City of Williamſburg, on W the 


ſixth day of May, in the year 1776. 
- Wire ee In. king of Great-Britain TA 
and eleQor of Hanever, heretofore intruſted with the ex - 

erceiſe of the Kingly office in this government, hath indeavoured to 

. pervert the ſame into a deteſtable and iſupportable tyranny, by 

pPotting his negative on laws the moſt whole and neceſſary for 

the public good 

By denying his Gorernats permiffion to paſs Jaws of immediate 

and preffing inportance, unlefs ſuſpended in their oporarion for ts 
aſſert, and, when fo ſuſpei ded, negleRing to attend to them for 
may years, 

g BY retufing to paſs eortaln other laws, voleſe the perſon to be 

| benefited hy 5 would relirquiſh the ineftimable rigine of Cepies 

ſentatiom in the legiſlaturez © 

_ By bor Bee tegiflative Aſſemblies repeatedly and continvally, 
_ or poſing with manly firinneſs, hiv invations of the rights of 

de people 8 


When diſſolved, by refuſing to call others for a long ſpace of - 


Ha dime, thereby leaving the political ſyſtem without any legiſlativ e 
* 0 8 

By endeavouring to prevent the population of our vonnery and 
for that purpoſe, obſtructing the laws for the naturaliention of 


| 5 foreigners 8 


By keeping among us, in times of pence, Randing armies ard 
"hizg f wars © 


1 By ffecting to render the mill cndependo of ane lupe 
to, the civil powers © 2 a 


1 | | * 36 y? 
1 | By combining with other to ſubj ws to n foreign ju: iſdicttos 
oh giving his aſſent to their . ed No legi{lation, :: 


N Fn guarteriy ous ſe of armed troops among us x 
v 


For derpriving us of the benefits of trial by jar) * 

For ti anſporting us beyend Seas, to be tried for pretended 
_ offences; 5 5 , 2 * A5 . 95 ; . | 

„ For ſuf] ending our own legiſlatures, and declaring themſe!ves 
| | in efted w. H power ae for us in gil gaſes y d οοαεν 

By plurdering out ſeas, 2er coaſts, bur ing our tone 
ond deſtroy ing the lives of our people: 


n eff wcnn gong aw len lot Regt with the alluge- 


ments of foi feiture ard con fiſcatiom: 


* i bs 
— 2 eerie „ BO 
—— Os * 


na | roes, whom, by an inhuman uſe ne 
* = Fora ud per mitnen 1 ex clue by lv +) ET emit) 
1 7 By ſendearaing to biing on the inhabitants of our frontiers the 
1 nercileſs Iutlian ſavages, whoſe known rule S far fabe i an uhdiſ- 
i tinguiſhed deſtruct ion of all ages, ſexes, and conditions pf gqxiftences 
By tranſporting, at this time, à large army of foreigy-mereenaries, 
to complete the works of death, defolaticn, and tyranny, already 


Fegun ahh ecifcumftaaees of, .cxpclty aud, perfidy- unweolthy ue 


he 2d of a civilized nation: 


ot. injuries: | 


4 claring us out of his allegiance and protection. 


of 


IT. RISSOLVED, | Bolin bak ates at 5 
We therefore, the Delegates and Repreſentatives of the 8994 
people of Virginia, having matncely canhdere the. premiſes, and 
viewing with great, concein.Qthe deplorable c 
once happy country mutt be reduced, unleis ome regular adequate 
mode of civil; oe is ſpeedily adapted, and. in compliance with a 


tne future form of government of Virginia to be as followeth; _ 
The legiſlative, executive, and. judiciary ne mall be 
EE qhar neicher exerciſe, Tay powers, properly 
belonging to the other; nor ſhall any per fon exerci DOW 


the county, conrts, mall he chgjble to exther Houſe of AI mbly. 


together, ſhall be a complste legiſlarure, They ſhall nieex on;e or 
oftener, every year, and fl. all be called the 8. NEKAL ASE 


DIY of V1 GINA. 1 | 
Wie of kele fhiall be called the Hcusst of DELLGATE8, agh 


- 


— f 2 


oricuſting off our trade with all jou. 609? ? ei 
or => t9Xx-s *"I1 our cor tf 4 \ 4 Ws 


Its 


By ting our negroes: to ne in Ng pe "Ig 
y -pronipting aur negroes to Ne A dene Wer » hol very 
_ %, ”" 


A anlage ing aur, reyeaced. petitions ſor redreſs yith,a repetitign 
4 Arid finally, by abandoning, the helm of government, and dy- 


By-which ſeveral acts of, miiryle, the government of this country, x 
25 formerly exerciſed under the crown of, Great-Brizajn, ia TOT A- 


pditen.io Which tr: 


recommendation of the General Copgreis, do ofdain and declaye - 


1 an rerciſe the powers of 
more · tl. an one of them at the ſame time, except e * 


The leg ſlative ſhall be formed of two diftin& br-nches, who, - 


1 


donſiſtꝰof two repreſentativas to bi choſen for each eouüty, and for 
the diſtrict uf Weſt Auguſta, ann all », of ſuch men as actually red 
ide in and are freeholders, ot duly qualified according to law, an 
alſo one Delegate or Reprei-ncative to be choſen annally for the 
city of Williamſburg, and one for the borough of Norfolk, and a 
Repreſen:ative for each of ſach- other cities and boroughs -s may 
hereafter be allowed particular repreſe tation by the legiflaturez but 
when any city or barongh ſhall ſo decreaſe as that the number of 
perſons having right of ſuffrage therein ſhal} have been for the ſpace 
of (even vears ſucceſſively, leſs than half the number of. voters in fome 
ene county in Virginia, ſuch city or borough thenceforward ſhall 
ceaſe 10 ſend a Delegate or Reprelentative to the Aſſembly. : 
The other ſhall be called the SEN ATB, and conſiſt of twenty four 
members, of whom thirteen ſhall conftitute a Houſe to. proceed on 
bulineſs, | for whoſe elections the different counties ſhall be div:ded 
into twenty-four diſtrifts, and each county of the reſpective diſ- 
trict, at the time of the e{eQion of its Delegates, ſhall vote for one 
Senator, who is actually a refi lent and freeholder within the diſs . 
ri, or duly qualified according to law, and is upwards of twenty - 
15 years of age; and the ſheriff of each county, within five days 
at fartheſt after the laſt county election in the diſtriẽt, ſhall meet at 
ſome convenient pace, and from the place fo taken in their reſ- 
pective counties return a Senator the man who ſhall have the greatetk 
number ot votes in the hole dift-i&. To keep up this AG:mbly 
dy rotation, the dilt:i&s ſhall be equa'ly divided into four clafſes, 
an i numbered by lot. At the end of one year after the general 
election, the fix members elected by the firſt diviſion ſhaft be diſ- 
placed, an! the vacaneies thereby occaſioned ſupplied from ſuch 
claſs or diviſion, by new election, in the manner aforeſaid. This 
rotation ſhall be applied to each diviſion, according to its number: 
and continued is due order annually, 5 
Tue right of ſuſtrage in the election af members for both Houſes 
ſhalt rem ain as ex rciſed at preſent, and each Houſe ſhall chooſe its 
own Speaker, appoin its own officers, ſettle its own rules of pro- 
eceding, and direct writs of election for ſapplying intermediate 
Vacancies. | imo: 
All lass ſhall originate in the Houſe of Delegates, to be approved 
or rejected in he Senate, or to be amended with the conſt of rae 
Houle of Delegates; except money bills, which in no ir ſtance ſhall 
be altered by the Senate, but wholly approved or rej-Red. | 
A Governor or Chief Magiſtrate, ſnall be choſen annually, by 
Joint bailot of both Houſes, to be taken in cath Houſe reſpectively 
d:poſrted in the conference room,” the boxes examined jointiy by 2 
committee of each Houſe, and the numbers. ſeverally reported to 
them, that the appointments may be entered (which ſhall be the 
mode of taking the joint ballot of both Houſes in all caſes) wha 
Mall not couũnue in that oifice longer than three years duccellivelyy 


F T | 5 
' 4 * 
. . 


King bob 21 


Loet beatfyible ust the expiration of four years Her he Reif lee 
deen out of that office. An alcquate but moderate talary, shall 
de ſettled on him during his continuance in office; and be ſhally 


with the advice of the Councilof State, exerciſe the executive 
of govunment accordang to the laws of this commonwealth ;- and 
Hall not, under any preteuce, exercile-any power or prezogative. by. 
virtue of any law, ftatute, or cuſtom of Ergland': But he thally 
with the advice of the Council of State, hayethe power of granting 


c prix ves or pardons, except where the proſecution ſhal} have been 


ewvied on by the Houte of Delegates, or the haw fhaki otherwiſe 


particularly dire&;. in which caſcs, no yeprevs or pardon fhall be 


granted, but by reſolve of the Houſe (f Delegates © 
Either Houle ofthe General Aſſembly may adjourn themſelves 
reſpetticely. The Governer ill all not prorogue oradjom n the Aﬀems 
bly during their fitungę, nor diſſol ve them at ar y time; but he ſhally 


if neceſſary, either by advice of the Council of State, or on-applica- 
tion of a majority of the Houle of Delegates, call them before the 
time to which they ſhall tand prorogued or adjourned, ' 
A Priey Council, or Council of State, confiting of eight member, 


mall be choſen by joint ballot of both Houks of Aſſembly, either 


from their on members or the. people at large, to aſſiſt in the ad- 
miniflration of government. Fhey ſhall annually chooſe out of their 
don members, a Preſident, who, in caſe of the death, inability, on 
neceſſary ablence of the Governor from the government, ſhall a& av 
Lieutenant Governor. Four members ſhall be ſuſhicient to act, and 
their: advice and proceedings ſhall be entered of record and ſigned 


by the members preſent (to any part whereot any member may enter 


his diſſent) to be laid before the Generab Affenibly, when: called 


for by them. This Council may appoĩnt their o] clerk, who thall 


have à falary. fettled by law, and take an oath of- fecrecy in fact 
matters as he ſhall be directed. by the Board to conceal. A ſum of 
money. appropꝛiated to chat purpoſe fhalb be divided annually amen 
members in proportion to their attendance; and they fla I. b 
incapable, duringtheircontinwance in office, of fitting in either Houſe 
of Aſſembly. Two, members ſhall be remeved by joint ballot of 


both Houſes of Aﬀembly at the end of every three years, and be in- 


eligible forthe three. next years. Theſe vacancies, as well as thoſe 
occaſioned by death or incapacity, ſhall be fupplied by new elee- 
tions, in che fame manner, EE | | Her 

The Delegates for Virginia to the Continental-Congreſfs ſhall be 


| choſen annually, or fuperieded in the mean time by joint ballot of 
both Houſes of Aſſembly. | [oth 


The preſent. militia officers /ſhall-be continued, and: vacancies 
ſupplied by appointment of the Governor, with the advice of the 


| Privy Council, or recommendations from the reſpeRtive county 


courts; but the Governor and. Council ſhalt have power of ſuſſend. 
ing any officer and. ordering a court martial on complaint of-miſbee 
kavicr or inability, or td iupply vacancies o: oc happening 1 


0 


. r eee 
The Governor tally embody the militia, with che a1vicd of thh 
Privy Council; and, when embodied, mall alone have tlie direc 
tion of the miſiti under the laws of the country, 
* The two Houſes of Aﬀſembly thall, by Joint ballot, appoint 
udges of the Supreme Court of Appeals, and General Court, 
Judges in Chantery, Jadged of Admiralty, Secretary, and .thy 
Attorney-General, to be commiſſioned by the Governor, an 
Eontinue in once during good behavior, In cafe of death, inca- 
Parity, or reſiguatidn, the Governor, with the 8 the Privy: 
Council, ſhall appoint perlons to ſucceed in office, to be approve: 
vt diſplaced by both Houſes; Title officers ſhall have fixed and 
Adequate ſalaries, and, together with all others holding lucrativ 
eVSces, and all miniſters 14 tlie Goſpel of every denomination, b 
$hcapable of being elected members of either Houſe of Allembly, 
- Or the Privy-Coantif.  . © _—. 
The Governor, with the 4dvicy of the Privy-Counci), ſhall aps 
point Jullices of the peace for the counties; and incaſe of vacan- 
dies, bf a neceſſity of increafing the number hereatier, ſuch appoints 
merits to be made upon the recommendation of the retpe&iv 
bounty courts. The preſent acting ſecretary in Virginia, wh 
Merits of alt the county courts, (hail continge in office, In caſe 
of v4caiſties, either by death, incapacity, or reſignation, a ſecretary 
Matt be appoiated, as Hetore directe, an 1 the clerks by the res 
pective coarts, Tue preſent and future cle:ks mall hold their 
offices during good behavior, io be judged of and determined in the 
General Court. The fizriffs and coroners ſhall be nominated + 


the ceſpeEive courts, approved by the Governor with the advice 6 
the Privy Council, and commiſſioned by the Governor, The 
1 Ma! appoint conftables; and all fces of the aforeſaid officery 
regulated by law. : = Ih Bhs 1 
* The Governor, when he is out of office, and others off-nding 
ugainſt the fate; either by male adminiſtration, corruptian, or other 
Wimns, by which the ſafety of the ſtate may be endangered, ſhall be 
ifipetchable by the Houſe of D legs es Suck impeachment (hall be 
profecttet by tlie” Attorney General, or ſuch other perſon or per- 
fons as the Houle may appoint, in the General Court, according 
to the laws ff the land. If found guilt», he or they ſhall be 
either forever bedifabled to hold any office under government, or re- 
moved from ſuch office pro tempore, or ſubjected to ſuch pains or 
penalties 28 the law ſhall direR. 

If ali, or any of the Judges of the Genera! Court, ſhall, on good 
prounds (to be judged of by the Houle of Del-gates) be accuſed of 
any of the crimes or offences before - mentioned, ſuch II mie of De- 
legates may, in lice manner, impeach the Judge or Judges fo ac - 
euſed to be p ofecuted in the Court of Appeals; and he or they, if 
Sund cuilty, hall be puniſhed in the fame Manner as is pc f. ib. 
in the greceeding claults | 
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Houſes. 


f w ? 


Commiſſions and grants ſhall run, In the name of the COMMONs - 
W#ALTH of VIRGINIA, and bear teſt by the G-verngr with the * - 
Teal of the Commonwealth annexed. Writs ſhall run in the Came 
manner, and bear teſt by the clerks of the ſeveral courts. Indifte 
1009: gag: conclude, Again/{ the peace and dignity of the Common 
We Is 8 - 

A Treaſurer ſhall be appointed annually, by joint ballot of both 

All eſcheats, penalties, and forfeitures, heretofore going to the 
King, ſhall go to the commonwealth, ſave only ſuch as the Legi · 
fNlaiure may aboliſh, or otherwiſe provide for. 

The territories contained within the charters erecting the colo- 
nies of Maryland, Pennſylvania, North and South-Carolina, are 
hereby ceeded, releaſed and forever confirmed to the people of thoſe 
colonies reſpeRively, with. all the rights of property, juriſdiction, 
and government, and all other rights whatſoever which might at 
any time heretofore have been claimed by Virginia, except the free 
navigation and uſe the rivers Potowmack and Pocomoke, with the 
property of the Virginia ſhores or ſtrands bordering on either of the 
ſaid rivers, and all improvements which have been or ſhall be made 
thereon, The weſtern and northern extent of V1ginia ſhall, in all 
other reſpefts, Rand as fixed by the charter of King James I, in 
the year one thouſand fix hundred and nine, und by the public 
treaty of peace between the Courts of Great-Britain and France, 
in the year one thouſand feven hundred and fixty three, unleſs, b 
act of Legiſlature, ane or more teriitories ſhall hereafter be laid off 
and governments eſtabliſhed weſtward of the Allegany mountains, 
Al ne puichaſe of lands ſhall be made of the Indian natives but 
on behalf of the public, by authority of the General Aſſembly, .. 

In order to introduce this government, the Repreſentatives cf the 
people met in Convention ſhall chooſe a Governor and Pry 
Council, alſo ſuch other officers direfed to be choſen by boil 
H»uſes as may be judged neceſſary to be immediately appointed, 
The senate to be firtt choſen by the people, to continue until the 
laſt day of March next, and the othei until the end of the ſucceedy _. 
"pe ſeſſion of Aſi mbly. In caſe of vacancics, the Speaker of either 
Houle ſhall iflue wiits for new elections. 3 | 
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DEFINITIVE TREATY. 
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the moſt ſerene and moſt potent Prince George the third, by the 
race of God, King of Great- Britain, France and Ireland, De- 
freer of the Faith, Duke of Brunſwick and Lunenburg, Archi- 
reaſurer and Prince Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, &c and 
of the United States of America, to forget all patt miſunderfiand< 
155 and differences, that have unhappily interrupted the good cor- 
reſpondence and friendſhip which they mutually wiſh to reftore; 
and to eſtabliſh ſuch a beneficial and ſatistacry intercourſe between 
the two countries, upon the ground of reciprocal advantages and 
mutual convenience, as may promote and fecure to both perpetual 
pt ice and harmony: And having for this deſirable end, already 
a d che foundation of peace and reconciliation, by the provifional 
articles, ſigned at Paris, on the zoth of November, 1782, by the 
commiſſioners empowered on each part, which articles were agreed 
to bt inſerted in, and to conſtitute the treaty of peace propoled ta 
be concluded between the crown of Great-Britain and the ſaid 
U,ited States, but which treaty was not to be concluded until 
terms of peace ſhould be agreed upon between Great-Britain and 
France, and his Britannic Majeſty ſhould be ready to conclude 
ok treaty accordingly; and the treaty between Great-Britain and 
France, having been fince concluded, his Britannic Majeſty and 
the United States of America, in order to carry into fall effect the 
roviſional articles above-mentioned, according to the tenor thereof, 
_ conſtituted and appointed, that is to ſay, His Britannic 
Majeſty on his part, David Hartley, Eſquire, member of the Par- 
Jiament of Great-Britain, and the ſaid United States on their part, 
John Adams, Efquire, late a commiſſioner of the United States of 
America at the court of Verſailles, late Delegate in Congreſs from 
Ang. kate of Maſſachuſeite, and Chief Juſtice of the ſaid ſtate, ad 


| I. having pleaſed the Divine Providence to diſpoſe the hearts of 
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8 Reval and Philapt aux. to the; long lake z thence through the mid 
Lake of che. Woods, to the ſaid Ike of the Woods ; thenee tro 


- thence, on a due welt Ecurle to the. river Miffiſippig, thence By & Tine 


f 22 } 4k 

M'nifer Plenipetenttary of the ſa14 United States, to their High 
Mightincfſps the States General of the Unjted Netherlands z Benja- 
min Franklin, Fiquire; late Delegate im Convreſs from the flate 
of Penn ſylvanis, Prefident of the Convention of the ſa d ftate, and 
Munter Plenpotentiary fremiithe Ukired States of America at the 
Curt of Verſailles z John Ys Fiquire, late Preſident of Congreſs, 
and Chef Jyſtce.ot tte flate (f New York, and Miniflet 
fipvtentiary from the fad Unitec States atiths Court of Madvi 
to be the Plenipotentiaries for the concluding and figning the pre- 


| (nt definitive treaty ; whaafter having reciprocally fe aps ene 


eie rep eAise ful} powers, have agreed upon and-confirmet 
following articles. 6 1 
ArTicLe I. Big Britannie Majeſty acknowledges the faid 
United States, viz, "News mpfßfre, Miffachuſetts-Bay, Rhode- 
Wand and Providence Plautations, Connecticut, New-York, News ' 
Erie, Pennſylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Northe 
arolina, Sou: h-Carolina and Georgia, to be free, ſovereign and 
pudependent (ery that he treats with them as ſuch, and for. hime 
tit his heirs and ſuccefiors, relinquithes all claims to the govern- 
ak propricty, and tenitgrial rights of the ſame, and every part 
ei cf.. „ | | 
Ar. Ii. And that all diſputes which might ariſe in future on 
the ſybjeR of the boundaries of the ſaid United States may de pre- 
yented, it is bergby, agreed and declaie s that. the lollowing are and 
Gall he their boundaries, via. ; 
; From the. nortn welt argle of Nova, Scotia, vie, that angle which 
ie fo med by a line draun due nor th from the ſource of Saint Croix 
xiver to this Hhghlandsz along the faid Highlands which divide 
ne rizers, that empty themſelves into the river Saint Lawrence 
— which fall inte the Atlantic Ocean, to the nortli weflern 
mot, he id of ConneQicut rivers. thence down along the midꝗte of 


hat, liver to the forty fifth degree of noith latitude 3 hom thenee 
y a line due. welt on ſaid Jatituds, until it ſtrikes the river Iroquois 


er Cataraquy z thence along the middle of ſaid” river into taks 


Dn;anos through the, middle of {aid lake until it ſtrikes the cont» 
manica:ionby, water between. that lake and Jake Erie; thence ale 
th: middle of the la d communication into lake Erie, through th 
muddle of faid like until it arrives at the Water communication bes 
een that lake. and lake Hurony, thence dong the midile of fuid 
water communicatian. into. the ſake Huren; thence through” tire 
„idle «i faid debe he parer ecmmunicaticn Ferwees tnat le xt aud 
Þ ke Superior thence, /hrovgh lake Superist northiward of the iffe 


aid loug lake aud the water communication. between itand t 


e ſaid lake te the me north weffern. point thereof; aud ſromw 


fo be dcaun along the fiadte of the aH. NRG Ni, 


* 


Wan nter wid e northernmoſt: par of the ter- y- fir ar: of 
porth latitude. douth by a line to be drawn due eaſt From tu des 
terminauon: ofl the live laſt mentioned, in the latitude of thirty -ons 

degrees north of the equator, tothe alu le of the ren Apatacniccdls 
er Catakoychey thenoe along the middle thereof to its jun of 
with. the Bliot/ tiver; thence ftrait to the head o Siim Mary's - 
diver 3 and thenes/dewn along the middle of Sint Mary's river te 
the Atlantic Ocean. Eaſt hy a line to he drawn along the middle 
et the rive dᷣaint Exo, from its mourhcire the has of Fund to n 
Souree, and: from its louree direct hy not to the aforelaid Highs 5 

lands which dwide therrivers thar fall into the Atlantic Ocean from 
thoſe which-falt inta the river damn Lawrencely comprehending all 
TC Hands within tweüty leagues of auy partof: the ſhores of the 
| United States, and lying berween lines to be drawn due eaſt from 
the points where tie aforelaid boundaries between Nnva- Scotia on 
the one part. and Eait· Florida cn the: other, ſnall· rei pectivelꝭ tovelr 
the bay of Fundy, and the Atlantic Ocean; excepting tuck iſ} os 
% now are or heretofore have been withiw tlie limi 8 of the ſ i pro- 
vince. of 'Nous- g ο?fↄ t. {LD e 14 a TOR 
Ar. HI. In is agreed that the people »f the United: States 
mall continue toenjoy, unmoleſted, thenigut to take:ti'h of every 
| kind on the Grand. Bank, and on all the other hanks of Newtound 
land alſo in the gulph of Saint Lawrence, and at all other places 
in the lea, wheretthe inhabitants of both countries uſedi at any tims 
here tofors to filk 3. and alſa that the inhabitants of the: United States 
hall have liberty to take fiſh of every kind on ſuch part ot the cv 
of Newfoundland:as Rei ili fine en {HiiDutty: (But bot tordt y.or 
aure; the ſame on that utand) and 'alſo:on the cdalts, bays. ahd. 
erceks: of all- other: of his, Britannic N qeſt. s dominiong in Ainde j 
rica; andithatithe;American frihermer: (halt hate liberty to dry and ? 
dure fiſh in auy of the unſeitled bays, Har bo: * 1 f. Nova. 
Scotia, Magdalen: lands, and Labradore; ſo lor as the ſims 
* ſhall 16mam unſettlod, but ſo ſoon as the fame or either of them thatb 
| bu ſettled, it fhalk; nov be Jawtaol for the faid-filbkermen to dry or 
aur e ſiih at ſuch ſettlement, withoutraprevions agreantnt'forithat 
purpole with the whabrtants, propristors · o poſſeſſors of the ground. 
Ar. IVV. Eis agreed that creditors on either ſide, ſhablimess 
with no lawiul impediment to the recovery of the tull:yalus:wnfters 
ling money, of all bona fide: debts heretofure contracteſd. 
An. V., is agreed that the Congreſs ſhall earncitly.recomd 
mend it to the legiflatures /of the reſpetiiverſtates, to prove fo 
the reſtitution of all eſtates, righis and propertiet, wllich ha ueber n 
canfiſcated, belonging to real Britiſh ſubjects; and alfo of: the 
eſtates, rights and properties of pe rſons reſident in diitricts in the 
poſſeſhon of hig [Majeſty's arms; and ha haver not bor ue arme 
againſt the (aid United States. And that peribns of any other dy. 
 feription ſhall have free hiberty to goto any part or parts vf ang off 
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YJumolefted in chelt endeavors to obtain the reſtitotꝭon of ſuck c 
their eſtates, rights and properties, at may have been confiſcated 
and that Congreſs ſhall -alſo earneſtly recommend to the — 

fates a reconſideration - and; reviſion of all acts or laws regarding 
the premiſes, ſo as to render the ſaid laws or att s perfe&ly conſiſtent 


not only with juſtice and equity, but with that ſpirit of conciliation 
which on the return of the bleſſings of peace ſhould univerſally 
vail. And that Congreſs ſhall al ſo earneſtly recommend to the 
veral ſtates, that the eftates, rights and properties, of ſuch laſt 
metitioned perſons ſhall be reſtored to them ; they refunding to any 
perſons. who may be now in poſſeſſion the bona fide price (where 
any has been given) which ſuch perſons may have paid on pur- 
chaſing any of the ſaid lands, rights or peoperties ſince the cor fiſ- 
cation. , And it is agreed that all perſons who have any intereſt in 
confifeated lands, either by debts, marriage ſettlements, or other - 
wile, : ſhall meet with no lawful impediment in the proſecution of 
ART. VI. Tha thc. e ſhall be no future confifcations made, 
nor any proſecutions commenced againſt any .perion or perſons fur 
or by reaſon of the part which he or they-may have taken in the 
| mag war z and that no perſon ſhall on that account, ſuffer any 
ture loſs or damage, either in his perſon, liberty or property, 
and that thoſe who may be in confinement on ſuch ebarges, at the 
time of the ratification of the treaty in Americaz ſhall be immedi- 
ately ſet. at liberty, and the proſecutions ſo comme noed be diſ- 
Ar. VII. There ſhall be a firm and perpetual peace between 
his Britannie Majeſty and the ſaid States, and between the ſubjects 
ot the one, and the citizens of the other,  wheretore all hoſtilities 
both by fea and land ſhall from henceforth ceaſe; all priſoners on 
both ſides ſhall be ſet at liberty, and his Britannie M.jeſty fhalk 
with all convenient ſpeed, and without caubng any deſtruction, or 
Carrying away any negroes or other property of the American in- 
habitants, withdraw all his armies, garriſons: and fleets from the 
ſaid United States, and from every poſt, place and harbor within 
the ſame ; leaving in all fortifications the American artillery that: 
may be therein, and ſhall alſo order and cauſe all archives, records, 
deeds and papers, belonging to any of tne-ftates, or their citizens, 
which in the courſe of the war may have fallen into the hands af 


bis officers, ſhall be forthwith reſtored and delivered to the proper 


Rates: and perſons to whom they belong. N 
Ar. VIII. The navigation of the river Miſſiſippi, from ite 
fource to the Ocean, ſhall forever remain free an! open to the {ſubs 
jects of Great- Britain and the citizens of che United States 
Ar. IX. In caſe it ſhould ſo happen that any place or terri- 
tory belonging to Great - Britain ot to the United States, ſhould have 


bien conquered by the arms of either from the ether, before the: 


arrival of the aid provifienal articles in Ame: ica, it is agreed, tlas 


* * 
I 


You he * hall be 8 without difficulty; and 3 ru 


Yuiring any compenſation. 
| Akr. X. The folemn ratifications ot the preſent treaty, ex- 
/ , Ppedited in good and due form, ſhall be exchanged between the 
vontratting parties, in the ſpace of fix months, or ſooner if poſſible, 
to be computed from the day of the ſignature of the preſent treaty. 
In witneſs whereof, we the underſigned, their Miniſters Plenipo- 
tentiary, have in their name and in virtue of our full powers, 
ſigned with our hands the preſent defiaitive treaty, and cauſed the 
bels of our arms to be affixed thereto, - 


DONE at Paxis, this third. day of eee, i 
the year of our Lord one thouſaud ſeven Bundes and | 
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eighty-three,” 
es. 5.) . HARTLE 
e Torn anans 
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